
FOOTPATH DIVERSION ORDERS 

Memorandum of agreement for the processing of Public Path Orders between Cambridgeshire 

County Council and Huntingdonshire District Council 

At its meeting in January 2018 the DMC considered a report on the diversion of public rights of way 

at Sawtry under Section 257 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.  This followed a one-off 

agreement enabling the County Council to process the diversion application acting as agents for the 

District Council.  At the same meeting the Committee subsequently accepted a recommendation to 

change the Scheme of Delegation to delegate to the Head of Development, Planning Development 

Services Managers (Development Management and Policy, Implementation and Strategic 

Development) or Development Management Team Leaders) decisions on authorising and confirming 

orders to stop up or divert footpaths, bridleways and restricted byways when it is necessary to do so 

in order to enable approved development to be carried out. 

 

It is now proposed that there should be a comprehensive agreement for all such applications to be 

administered by the County Council on the District Council’s behalf.  The County Council already 

administers the process of stopping up or diverting public rights of way under section 257 to enable 

development to be carried out on behalf of all the other Cambridgeshire district councils.  They have 

the capacity and expertise to undertake this work. The County Council undertakes the work for the 

district councils through a Memorandum of Agreement (attached as APPENDIX 1) with each district. 

The district council remains the local planning authority and the power to make an order under this 

section remains with them.  The County Council undertakes the administrative work, consultation 

and negotiation on the district council’s behalf and it recovers the cost of this from the 

applicant.  Entering into a Memorandum of Agreement would enable all future applications for 

diversions to be dealt with as and when they are received.  This procedure is the most efficient and 

effective procedure to allow public footpath diversions to enable development and thereby facilitate 

pace of growth whilst still securing proper public access and recreational pathways.   

 

Under the Council’s Constitution and Scheme of Delegation, The Managing Director and the Head of 

Development have authority make public right of way orders under this section.  The Head of 

Development also has authority to delegate his powers to other officers but there is no power to 

sign a Memorandum of Agreement.  The Committee is requested to authorise the Head of 

Development or other appropriate officer to sign a Memorandum of Agreement with the County 

Council. 

Recommendation 

The Committee AUTHORISES the Head of Development or other appropriate officer to sign a 

Memorandum of Agreement with Cambridgeshire County Council enabling them to act as agents for 

the District Council for processing applications to stop and divert public rights of way  under Section 

257 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.    


